
 

 

IGNACIO TOWN BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
Monday, May 9, 2022 �t 6:30 PM 

Abel F. Atencio Community Room, 570 Goddard Avenue 
or via Remote Public Meeting 

 
 

The Town conducts hybrid meetings which allows for remote attendance via Zoom.  Remote attendees must 
login to the Zoom meeting website at the following address: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85734016931, or 
Attendees participating by phone shall call: 346-248-7799 and key in Webinar ID Number:  857 3401 6931. 
 

 

I. CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER:  Pledge of Allegiance 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Town Board values public comment and allows this time for the 

expression of thoughts and concerns. Speakers shall state their name and address, and limit 
comments to five (5) minutes.  Meeting decorum must be maintained and failure to maintain 
composure and respect will result in the closure of the comment period. Please do not comment 
on items listed on the Agenda, as opportunity will be given to comment during these discussions. 
At the conclusion of Public Comments, the Town Board and/or staff may respond to your 
comments.  Thank you. 

III. CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes from April 11, 2022 
B. Financial Records for April 2022 
C. Family Dollar Fermented Malt Beverage Off-Premise License Renewal Application 

IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 
V. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Resolution 06-2022 �t Designating Town Board Meeting Days & Times 
B. Resolution 07-2022 �t Authorization for the Purchase of SoCoCAA Goddard Ave. Property 
C. Determining Signers for Checking Account 
D. Funding Request for Summer Reading Program from Ignacio Community Library 
E. Board Appointments 

1. La Plata Economic Development Alliance Board 
2. Colorado Municipal League Policy Committee 
3. Regional Housing Authority Board 
4. Southwest Colorado Council of Governments 

F. Tap Fee Waiver Request from Dancing Spirits Community Arts Center 
G. Kasey Correia Planning Commission Application 
H. Limited Gaming Grant Application 
I. COVID-19 Update 

VI. STAFF REPORTS 
A.  Police Department 
B.  Public Works 
C.  Clerk / Treasurer 
D.  Town Manager  
E.  Attorney 

VII. TRUSTEE REPORTS 
VIII. MISCELLANEOUS 

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION to discuss the purchase, acquisition, lease, transfer, or sale of real, 
personal, or other property of interest under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4)(a) 

X. ADJOURNMENT 











 

 

RESOLUTION 06-2022 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF 
IGNACIO , COLORADO, REGARDING THE DESIGNATION OF  

THE DAY, TIME AND LOCATION OF REGULAR TOWN  BOARD MEETING S  
 
WHEREAS, the Colorado Open Meetings Law requires that all meetings at which the 
adoption of any proposed Town policy or other formal action be held only after full and 
timely notice to the public; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board Meetings have been held at 6:30 PM on the second 
Monday of each month for several years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board Members wish to change the time of the meeting to an 
earlier time. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
THE TOWN OF IGNACIO , COLORADO THAT:  
 

1. All regular meetings of the Town Board of Trustees will held be at 6:00 PM on 
the second Monday of each month at the Abel F. Atencio Community Room 
located at 570 Goddard Avenue, Ignacio Colorado 81137 

2. Regular Town Board meetings will also offer remote meeting access in 
accordance with hybrid meeting policy via Zoom.   

3. Regular meetings will be posted a minimum of 24-hours in advance at the Post 
Office, Ignacio Community Library and Town Hall. 

 
ADOPTED THIS 9th DAY OF MAY , 2022. 
 
 
 
 

       
 Clark Craig, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
       
Tuggy Dunton, Town Clerk 



RESOLUTION NO.  07-2022 
 

A RESOLUTION  AUTHORIZING THE ACQU ISITION OF REAL PROPERTY WITH 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF  LOT S 7-13, BLOCK 8, ASPAAS ADDITION  

WITHIN  THE TOWN OF IGNACIO  
 

 
WHEREAS, C.R.S. Section 31-15-101 allows the Town of Ignacio authority to enter into contracts, 
and to acquire real property for purposes of carrying on its governmental functions; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town staff negotiated for the purchase of the subject property and the seller agreed 
to detailed purchase terms that included the approval by the Town Board; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Ignacio has faithfully reviewed all terms and conditions, and associated 
documents associated with the purchase of the subject property; and    
 
WHEREAS, all terms and conditions are detailed in the Contract to Buy and Sell Real Estate 
incorporated herein as Exhibit A.    
 
NOW THEREFORE, LET IT HEREBY BE RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the 
Town of Ignacio, Colorado: 
 

1. Authorizes and approves the purchase of Lots 7-13, Block 8, Aspass Addition for $280,000, 
as described in Exhibit A. 
 

2. Authorizes Mayor Clark Craig to execute all transactions associated with this purchase on 
behalf of the Town of Ignacio. 
 

3. Authorizes staff to prepare and distribute all funds necessary for the proper closing of this 
transaction. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Town Board of Trustees of Ignacio, Colorado, on the 
9th day of May, 2022. 
 
      TOWN OF IGNACIO, COLORADO  
 
 
ATTEST:  
      __________________________________ 
      Clark Craig, Mayor  
 
___________________________________ 
Tuggy Dunton, Town Clerk 
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March 29, 2022 

To Mark Garcia, Ignacio Town Manager and the Town Board Trustees,  

Dancing Spirit Community Arts Center been helping the community of Ignacio since 2010 through art 
programs and camps for children; classes and workshops for adults and families; by offering Ignacio's 
only art gallery and co-op; and through therapeutic arts at the Ignacio Schools, the Department of 
Justice and the Southern Ute Indian Tribe as well as creating public art such as the flags on main street. 
In some way, we are fairly certain that we have touched each of your lives, whether through your 
children, our community programs or our public art, and we are thankful for that privilege. 

During the past 12 years, we have had to move four times, residing first at 630 Goddard; then 640 
Goddard; followed by 755 Goddard; and finally helping pilot and being a founding tenant at the ELHI 
Community Center at 115 Ute Street. ���o�š�Z�}�µ�P�Z���Á�Z���š���Á�����Z���À�����}�(�(���Œ�������š�Z�������}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç���Z���•�v�[�š���������Œ�����•�����U��
with each move, we have lost a little bit of our identity as � Îgnacio's Community Arts Center�_, and are 
sadly told by many that they had no idea we were still here, making it very clear that it is past time we 
finally focus on building Dancing Spirit a permanent home.  

In the pursuit making this community dream a reality, we have purchased the lots at 465 Goddard 
(between Nuccui Baptist Church and the laundromat) and are asking for your support, financial 
investment in our community, and assistance with the Southern Ute Tribe, by waiving the town gas, 
water and sewer tap fees, and by passing this request on to the Southern Ute Utilities and Growth Fund 
as per their request. 

With your help, and once our new building is ready, we plan to restart and build up our art gallery with 
art openings and shows for professional and aspiring artists; add more classes and workshops and bring 
in live music, pottery and art demonstrations while continuing to offer our children's camps, public art 
and therapeutic art programs.  

We are thankful for your support in the past and are looking forward to our future collaborations. The 
journey to our dreams begins here, and we need you. 

With gratitude, 
 
 
 

Kasey Correia, Executive Director 
Dancing Spirit Community Arts Center 
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  The FAMLI program 
provides employees 
with 12 weeks of paid 
leave to take care of 
themselves or a family 
member

  Participation in FAMLI 
is automatic for 
municipalities unless 
they formally opt out

  Opt-out votes and 
notice to the FAMLI 
Division should occur 
before the end of 2022 
to avoid premium 
assessments in 2023  

  Employees can take 
part in FAMLI even if 
their municipality 
declines to participate
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U
RGENT ACTION IS NEEDED.  
Colorado municipalities 
must make immediate 
decisions regarding their 
participation in Colorado’s 

Paid Family Medical Leave Insurance 
(FAMLI) program. Participation will have 
a substantial impact on your municipal 
budget, operations, and employee 
relations. Participation is automatic for 
any municipality unless your council 
or board formally votes to decline 
participation or opt out. The FAMLI 

Division must be noti�ed by the end of 
2022 to avoid premium liability.  CML 
is not encouraging municipalities to 
participate or to decline participation in 
the program. Each municipality should 
assess the program for themselves. 
Opting out now does not prevent later 
participation, and employees can still 
participate individually and should receive 
the full bene�t of the program.

Know ledge

FAMLI: WHAT’S RIGHT  
FOR YOUR CITY OR TOWN?

COLORADO’S PAID FAMILY MEDICAL  
LEAVE INSURANCE �FAMLI� PROGRAM

Empowered cities and towns, united for a strong Colorado
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What is FAMLI? 

In November 2020, Colorado voters 
approved Proposition 118, which paved 
the way for a state-run Paid Family 
Medical Leave Insurance (FAMLI) 
program. FAMLI is codi�ed at C.R.S. §§ 
8-13.3-501 to -524, and is administered 
through the Colorado Department of 
Labor and Employment, Division of 
Family and Medical Leave Insurance 
(famli.colorado.gov). Premiums will 
be collected (including employer and 
employee shares) starting Jan. 1, 2023, 
and bene�ts will be available starting 
Jan. 1, 2024.  

FAMLI provides covered employees with 
12 weeks of paid leave to take care of 
themselves or a family member during 
life events like injury, serious illness, or 
pregnancy. An additional 4 weeks are 
available to employees who experience 
pregnancy or childbirth complications. 
Payments would be a rate below the 
employee’s weekly rate, as described 
below. Leave can be taken together or 
intermittently. FAMLI bene�ts are portable 
between jobs. 

FAMLI also provides job protection for 
employees who were employed for at 
least 180 days before the protected leave 
occurs. This means that an employer 
must return the employee to the same 
or an equivalent position with equivalent 
bene�ts, pay, and other terms and 
conditions following the leave. Employers 
must also maintain healthcare bene�ts 
during the leave, but the employee would 
have to continue to pay their share of 
the cost. Accrual of seniority and other 
bene�ts are not protected.  

FAMLI is a separate program from the paid 
sick leave requirements of the Healthy 
Families and Healthy Workplaces Act and 
the Federal Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA).  

What will participation in 
FAMLI cost my city or town? 

Participating employers and employees 
will contribute to premiums for FAMLI, and 
municipalities will bear the administrative 
costs of compliance. Premiums will be 
0.9% of an employee’s wage (HB22-1305 
is pending in the General Assembly and 

would reduce this to 0.81% for the �rst 
six months of the program). Wages and 
exempt items are determined under 
administrative rules (7 CCR 1107-1:1.5.3 
and 1.5.4). A municipality can expect to 
contribute an amount equal to at least 
0.45% of its current employee “wages” 
on an annual basis and possibly up to 
0.90% of that �gure. The FAMLI Division 
will provide notice of expected premiums 
and publish due dates and guidance on 
premium remittance. 

A participating municipality (unless it 
has fewer than 10 employees) must remit 
100% of the premium for each employee. 
The employer must directly contribute at 
least 50% of that amount (i.e., 0.45% of 
the employee’s wage) and may require 
the employee to deduct the remaining 
50% from their paycheck (i.e., employees 
would see a deduction of about 0.45% 
from their pay). An employer can choose 
to contribute part or all of the employee 
portion of the premium. For a municipality 
with fewer than 10 employees there is no 
“employer share”; the municipality can 
require the employee to deduct up to 50% 
but can also choose to contribute part or 
all of the employee portion. 

An employer is responsible for any 
error it makes in calculating, deducting, 
and remitting premiums, including the 
employee portion.   

If a municipality does not participate in 
FAMLI, the employee would be solely 
responsible for 50% of the premium 
if the employee elects to participate 
individually. The municipality can, but 
need not, deduct the employee portion 
from payroll and remit it to the state. If the 
municipality is involved in deducting or 
remitting the employee portion, any error 
would be the municipality’s responsibility. 

Why would my city or town 
not participate in FAMLI? 

Declining participation in the FAMLI 
program is a signi�cant decision, but it 
must be made quickly to meet FAMLI’s 
initial deadlines. If a municipality does 
not opt out now, it must wait three years 
to decline participation. If a municipality 
opts out now, it can opt in any future 
year. It must renew its decision to decline 
participation at least every eight years. 

The cost of the FAMLI program 
may outweigh the bene�ts to the 
municipality and its employees. FAMLI 
program participation will increase 
municipal budgets by at least 0.45% 
of its employees’ wages annually and 
potentially more. FAMLI also includes 
additional administrative work for �nance 
and human resources sta� and raises 
employer liability concerns. Employees 
who want the paid bene�ts of FAMLI 
can participate individually at no greater 
personal cost and without imposing a cost 
on the municipality and other employees 
who do not want to participate. 

Municipalities may want to make a local 
decision as to how to provide employee 
bene�ts and protections. Participation 
in the FAMLI program could con�ict 
with existing employer bene�ts plans 
or collective bargaining agreements. 
Alternatives, like a private plan pursuant 
to C.R.S. § 8-13.3-521 (or adopted 
independently after opting out of FAMLI 
by a vote) or a supplemental insurance 
program, could be a better �t for your 
organization. 

Because FAMLI is a new program and 
the program rules have not been fully 
established, a municipality may choose 
to be cautious and opt out initially so it 
can evaluate the program in operation 
to determine if it is the best choice 
for the municipality. By opting out, a 
municipality can determine budgetary 
and employment impacts locally. Because 
FAMLI assigns the costs of errors in 
calculating and remitting premiums to 
employers, a municipality may wish to 
wait until procedures can be developed 
to ensure compliance. Finally, the FAMLI 
Division has yet to issue all necessary 
administrative rules, including explaining 
the interplay between the program and 
other federal and state laws. 

What is best  
for our employees? 

Employees can still participate individually 
(C.R.S. § 8-13.3-514) and should receive 
the same bene�ts, even if the municipality 
declines participation. Bene�ts rules to 
be issued this year will hopefully con�rm 
that bene�ts will apply equally. The cost to 
the employee who wants FAMLI coverage 
is the same whether the employer 
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participates or not; employees who do not 
want this coverage would not have to pay 
any premium.

Employees who choose to participate 
individually when the municipality opts out 
would be required to remit their premium 
share directly to the FAMLI Division unless 
the municipality chooses to handle this 
payment by deducting the premium from 
the employee’s pay or paying it on the 
employee’s behalf. 

Employees may bene�t from a municipality 
opting out because the municipality would 
have no �nancial responsibility for 50% 
of the premium. The municipality could 
choose to use that savings to bene�t 
employees directly, such as by paying 
for some or all of the 50% premium for 
employees who participate individually.  

Employment protections under the 
statute do not apply if a municipality 
declines participation in FAMLI, but the 

Federal Family and Medical Leave Act (for 
employers with 50 or more employees 
in the current or prior year) and any local 
standards would still apply.  

What are the costs and 
bene�ts for employees? 

Employees bear up to 50% of the premium 
(or 0.45% of their weekly wage) if the 
municipality participates or the employee 
chooses to participate individually. 
Employees who do not want to participate 
must still pay a premium if the municipality 
does not decline participation. Job 
protections de�ned in C.R.S. § 8-13.3-509, 
apply only if a municipality participates in 
the program. 

By statute, an employee would receive a 
weekly bene�t under FAMLI in the amount 
of 90% of their weekly wage that is equal 
to or less than 50% of the state average 
weekly wage, and 50% of their weekly 
wage that is more than 50% of the state 

average weekly wage. Weekly bene�ts are 
capped at 90% of the state average weekly 
wage until 2025, when the maximum 
weekly bene�t is limited to $1,100 per 
week. The FAMLI Division suggests that an 
employee would receive bene�ts between 
37% ($1,100 based on a weekly wage of 
$3,000 or more), 55% ($1,100 based on a 
weekly wage of $2,000), 68% ($1,018 based 
on a weekly wage of $1,500), 77% ($768 
based on a weekly wage of $1,000), and 
90% ($450 based on a weekly wage of 
$500) of the employee’s weekly wage.  

Bene�ts rules have not been �nalized. 
The FAMLI Division provides a premium 
and bene�ts calculator on its website. 
Federal income tax may apply to bene�ts, 
but bene�ts are exempt from state income 
taxes. 

How do we opt out?  

All municipalities are included in FAMLI by 
default, regardless of size. A municipality 

Employees can participate in FAMLI individually  
and should receive the same benefits,  

even if their municipality declines participation.
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may opt out and avoid the employer 
portion of premiums by a vote of a 
governing body. The opt-out procedure 
is governed by C.R.S. § 8-13.3-514 and 
administrative rules at 7 CCR 1107-2. 
Declination takes e�ect 180 days after 
the vote so employees can elect to 
individually participate in the FAMLI 
program if they choose. A municipality 
cannot decline part of FAMLI’s provisions. 

Pre-vote notices:  The municipality must 
give prior notice of the vote in the same 
manner it notices other public business. 
Under the Colorado Open Meetings 
Law, this means at least 24 hours 
advance notice must be posted. Local 
requirements may apply.  

Special notice must be provided to 
employees in writing before the vote 
indicating the voting process and 
providing an opportunity to submit 
comments to the governing body. 
Information about individual opt-in may 
also be required (see 7 CCR 1107-2: 
2.6.A.4), although those standards likely 
apply only to post-vote notices. The rules 
do not indicate that email communication 
is not appropriate (7 CCR 1107-2: 2.6.A.2). 
Municipalities might consider both 
email and written communications to 
employees.  

A description of the voting process could 
identify the local requirements for the 
governing body to approve an action, 
including the potential to make a motion, 
council or board deliberation, and vote 
requirements. Municipalities could also 
consider allowing both oral testimony 
at the meeting and a written comment 
option. 

Hearing and vote: The vote must occur 
at least 180 days before the declination 
will be e�ective (This deadline appears to 
apply to an initial declination before the 
program even begins in 2023, but the rules 
are not clear). While a formal hearing is not 
required, the rules require the governing 
body to take testimony before voting. 
This could include both verbal and written 
comments from any interested person. 

The rules require that the vote follow the 
entity’s procedures for formal votes and 
be a “decision by an a�rmative vote of 
the local government’s governing body 

to decline participation in the [FAMLI] 
program” (7 CCR 1107-2: 2.6.A). The rules 
do not indicate that any formal approval 
mechanism is required, unless one is 
required by local standards. A motion, 
resolution, or ordinance may su�ce 
but could modify the “voting process” 
that needs to be detailed to employees 
in the advance notice. At a minimum, 
the document should probably include 
language indicating that notice was given 
to employees and the public as required, 
testimony was taken, and that the body 
voted a�rmatively to decline participation 
in the FAMLI program. 

Post-vote actions:  After a vote to decline 
participation, the municipality must provide 
several notices. First, the municipality 
must provide written notice to the FAMLI 
Division “memorializing the decision” and 
identifying the date of the vote. The rules 
are silent on the timing of notice to the 
FAMLI Division; prompt action is advised. 
The FAMLI Division has suggested that a 
letter would be su�cient and expects to 
have an electronic portal for submissions 
ready in late 2022. A certi�ed record of the 
meeting (e.g., minutes showing the motion, 
vote, and date; resolution; ordinance) with 
a cover letter would provide a more con-
crete explanation of the vote and demon-
strate compliance with other requirements 
(7 CCR 1107-2: 2.5.A and, 2.6.A).  

Second, the municipality must provide 
written, individual notices to employees 
within 30 days after the vote. This 
notice must indicate the vote to decline 
coverage and “the impact toward 
FAMLI, or other paid family and leave 
insurance coverage” (7 CCR 1107-2: 
2.6.A.3). The notice must explain the 
di�erence between the FAMLI program 
and any private plan o�ered by the local 
government and identify FMLA eligibility 
and other local bene�ts.  

The employee notice (and possibly 
the pre-vote notice) must also provide 
information on the right of the employee 
to voluntarily opt in to FAMLI pursuant to 
C.R.S. § 8-13.3-514, and FAMLI Division 
contact information (7 CCR 1107-2: 
2.6.A.4). 

Third, the municipality must post the 
post-vote notice in a “conspicuous and 
accessible place in each establishment 
where employees are employed” (7 
CCR 1107-2: 2.6.A.4). Email notice or 
posting on a web- or app-based platform 
is recommended and is required for 
employers with no physical workplace 
and for employees who work through 
a web- or app-based platform or work 
remotely. 
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Special Notice Standards: The 
post-vote notice, at a minimum, 
and potentially all notices must be 
provided in English and any language 
representing the first language spoken 
by at least 5% of the municipality’s 
workforce. 

The FAMLI Division will make posters 
and notices available, but municipalities 
must request the materials and should 
expect to pay printing and mailing 
costs. Notices and posters in languages 
other than English or Spanish must be 
specially ordered. 

Declination renewal:  The declination 
must be renewed every eight years or 
the municipality is automatically added 
back in to FAMLI (7 CCR 1107-2: 2.5.C). 
The rules require “a similar vote process 
and margin.” That likely means the same 
number of votes needed to approve an 
action, not passage by the exact same 
number of votes as the prior declination.

 

 

How do we opt back in  
to the FAMLI program? 

A municipality that previously opted 
out of the FAMLI program may opt back 
in by a�rmative vote “of a quorum of 
the governing body” at the beginning 
of the annual local budgeting cycle, as 
determined by the municipality (7 CCR 
1107-2: 2.5 and 2.6). Coverage would 
begin no later than the quarter after the 
vote and submission of one quarter’s 
premium. Municipalities who opt into 
FAMLI must stay in the program for at 
least three �scal years.  

Opting back in also involves employee 
notice requirements. No more than 90 
days after the vote, individual employees 
who opted in must be personally noti�ed 
in writing that the municipality has 
opted back into FAMLI. The notice must 
include the date for the municipality’s 
�rst submittal of quarterly premiums 
and any potential lapses or changes in 
bene�ts eligibility. The local government 
must publicly post a notice of the 
date the employer will begin paying 
FAMLI premiums and when coverage is 
expected to start. Employees who did 

not opt in must also be noti�ed in writing, 
both publicly and personally, no later 
than 180 days after the vote to opt back 
into FAMLI. The notice must contain a 
detailed explanation of employee rights 
under the FAMLI program, including 
program requirements, bene�ts, claims 
processes, payroll deductions, premiums, 
and employee protections like the right 
to job protection and bene�t continuation 
and protection against retaliatory or 
discriminatory information, among other 
things.  

Anticipate updates  
to FAMLI program. 

Municipalities must act now to determine 
if they want to participate in the FAMLI 
program, but they should expect 
updates throughout 2022. Several 
administrative regulations have yet to 
be �nalized, including bene�ts rules 
and the interaction between FAMLI 
and other federal and state leave laws. 
The Colorado Supreme Court is also 
considering a court challenge to the 
premium requirement that might be 
decided this year.
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